
Making the most 
of your reseed 

 
 
As grass varieties are constantly improving, reseeding a permanent pasture will grow 
grass worth an extra £2000/ha (£800/acre) over 5 years. Reseeding a five year old ley 
can produce an extra £1,235/ha (£500/acre) of feed. That's after costs of reseeding are 
deducted. 
 
Figures calculated by Kingshay Farming Trust. 
 
Knowing when to reseed? 
 
• When grass yield or animal growth is below expectations 

• When compaction is difficult to correct in the existing sward 

• When the proportion of sown species is low 
 
See overleaf 
 
Things to consider? 
 
Compaction inhibits root penetration, reduces grass yield and increases the risk of run 
off soil and fertiliser. This can be dealt with at reseeding and in existing swards. 
 
Soil Nutrients: sampling every 3-4 years should be a vital part of your routine  
• A detailed nutrient analysis for minerals and trace elements can be beneficial 
• P and K are essential for grass and clover growth and lime increases bacterial and 
earthworm activity as well as nutrient uptake 
 
Weed Control is essential for pasture improvement  
• Weeds reduce sward yields, energy content and quality 
• Some are poisonous and if left uncontrolled will spread causing long term problems for 
the future. 
 
Variety Choices: Top varieties should deliver high production and help extend the 
reseeding interval. The Recommended List highlights the differences between varieties. 
To ensure you select modern varieties, use a merchant contributing to the 
NIAB/Herbage Varieties Guide Scheme by checking for the HGV logo on supplier 
information and seed bags. 
 
Key grass species: Perennial ryegrass, Italian ryegrass, High sugar grasses, 
Cocksfoot, Timothy, Hybrid ryegrass, Fescues, Westerwolds/Rye. 
 
Clovers can replace bagged nitrogen in conventional and organic swards. Red clover is 
best suited for short term cutting leys, while white clover is more persistent and suitable 
for cutting and grazing. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grass and /or 

animal 

growth rates 

below 

expectation 

Pull up some grass 

plants and identify 

species - remember 

ryegrass has red 

bases  (Page 11-12) 

 

Take a soil 

sample and test it 

for pH, P and K 
(Page 8) 

Assess weed 

levels and types 
(Page 9) 

Dig a hole to 30cm  

(12in) 
(Page 6) 

Compacted layer 

identified 

Lime needed - seek expert 

advice on rates (Page 8) 

 

Correct in existing sward or 

as part of a reseed (page 7) 

pH is below 6  

P and K indices are 

reducing  

P and K indices are 

increasing 

Review application rates 

and use of manures (Page 8) 

 

Reduce rates and save on 

costs (Page 8) 

 

pH is above 6 

No compaction 

Docks - above 10 

in 5m x 7m area   

Broad leaved 

weeds above target 

levels 

No visible weed 

concerns 

Control in existing sward 

over more than one season 

then reseed if low level of 

sown species (Page 9) 

 

Control in existing sward 

or through destruction and 

reseeding (Page 9) 

 

Consider weed grasses and 

sown species in sward 

 

Sown species 

above 70% 

No clover 

 

Sward still productive, but 

consider benefits of 

introducing newer varieties  

through reseeding or 

overseeding (Pages 10, 14-17) 

Consider introducing 

clover to increase protein 

and fix nitrogen 
(Pages 13, 14, 16-17) 

Sown species 

below 60% 

Reseeding will increase 

yields, feed value and 

response to nitrogen 
(Page 10-18) 
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